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USAID’s Goals
in Sierra Leone
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USAID is a U.S. government agency funded through :
the tax dollars that the American people contribute
each year to allow for the good functioning of their
government. As such, all activities funded by
USAID and put into place in countries such as Si-
erra Leone are a gift from the American people.

3 A

TRA EONE »
}Jong 1.'
|

Eo |
's Sewa)
e

The people of the United States have a long history
of contributing to humanitarian efforts throughout
the world. Since 2002, when the | |-year civil war
in Sierra Leone ended, USAID has been instrumen-
tal in working with the international donor commu-
nity, the Government of Sierra Leone, non-
governmental organizations, and Sierra Leonean
citizens to help consolidate peace, security and
stability in this post-civil war nation.
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The United States has a number of national inter- USAID/Sierra Leone

ests in Sierra Leone. Having provided over $300 Embassy of the United States of
million annually in support of the U.N. Peacekeep- America

ing Forces, it is in the U.S. and Sierra Leone inter-

est that stability be maintained to avert another Southridge N Hill Station
crisis. Freetown, Sierra Leone

West Africa

Sierra Leone’s stability is also intertwined with that
of its neighboring countries, where conflict contin-
ues to be a destabilizing factor in the sub-region.
Therefore, maintaining peace and security in Sierra
Leone will contribute to regional security.




Sierra Leone:
The Development Challenge
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USAID is playing a critical role in assisting
Sierra Leone’s transformation from a war-
ravaged country to one of Africa’s newest
democracies. USAID is only one of several
U.S. Government agencies providing assis-
tance.

Foreign Assistance Framework
USAID Mission objectives in Sierra Leone:

1) To Increase Sierra Leoneans’ knowledge,
expectations and demand for good governance.
2) To improve the responsiveness, transparency,
political will, and capacity of targeted govern-
ment institutions to better deliver services, in-
come, and job opportunities.

Major Program Areas: Governing Justly and
Democratically, Health, Economic Growth, and
Natural Resource Management.

USAID focus on strengthening public and pri-
vate social institutions in a manner that expands
participation and incorporates principles of ac-
countability, and efficiency at the grassroots
level.

USAID in the World

USAID/Sierra Leone Program Areas

Governing Justly and Democratically

Local Government: The Strengthening Democratic Gov-
ernance project focuses on local government councils and
civil society organizations by teaching them advocacy
skills, by encouraging open debate and by educating citi-
zens on their rights and duties. The successful 2007 elec-
tions reflect this change: USAID promoted trust between
communities and the councils, generated more income from
local tax collection and started the decentralization process.

USAID continues to support the National Election
Plan. Strong support was given for the Presidential and
Parliamentary electionsin 2007, and such assis-
tance continues for to the 2008 local elections. USAID has
emphasized womens' participation in the election process,
both as candidates and as voters. Our support helped elect
16 women to Parliament in 2007.

Media: USAID engages mass media to improve the way
government, citizens, and civil society work and interact.
Media programming continues to be cross-cutting to ensure
that citizens have full access to information and are pre-
pared to participate in the democratic process. USAID’s
assistance advances community radio stations and effective
media networks.

Health Assistance

Maternal and childcare is a major component of USAID’s
health initiative in Sierra Leone. In 2007 USAID trained
over 2,400 health care providers in

nutrition care. The program helped
treat children and expanded immuni-
zation coverage for women and chil-
dren. The USAID initiative also sup-
ported consultations for pregnant
women.

In addition, USAID/Sierra Leone, is -
providing prostheses, therapy and | YVoman gives
livelihood assistance to war victims. | Vitamin Atoa
USAID support has led to greater | Child
community and district participation
on these issues.

T MATEALRETED BY
g G ELLE
AT

Economic Growth Ch

The major economic growth project,
LINKS (Promoting Linkages for Eco- [
nomic Livelihood Security and Devel- E
opment) consolidates unity and recon-
ciliation, and improves communities by
(re) building vital public infrastructure,
stimulating economic activity and ena- |
bling socially marginalized young men
and women to be gainfully employed | war-affected youths
through new or expanded agribusiness | " the LINKS program
and other economic activities. priocess camave

LEAD (Livelihood Expansion and Asset Development) is a
P.L. 480-financed project which focuses on building the
human capacities of poor farmers, economically marginal-
ized youth and (pregnant/lactating) women to undertake
new or expanded livelihood activities. It empowers commu-
nity-based groups to practice and promote principles of
good governance. LEAD also supports the health assistance
activities.

Natural Resource Management

Many of Africa’s conflicts are financed through illicit min-
ing and trade of mineral wealth, particularly diamonds.
USAID has worked to reinforce legal diamonds exports and
ensure through transparency that government revenues are
implemented for the public good. USAID worked with citi-
zen groups and cooperatives to help them monitor mining
activities in their communities. In addition, USAID encour-
aged greater government control of the diamond mining
sector. This support has led to a rise in legally traded dia-
monds and reduced the effects of conflict diamonds as a
destabilizing force in the region.
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